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examining the main features of its history,
geography, and culture and drawing attention to
the distinctive features of Australian life and its
indigenous population and culture.
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Australia- 2012 In this 'Very Short Introduction',
Kenneth Morgan provides a wide-ranging and
thematic introduction to modern Australia;
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Morgan 2012-05-31 In this Very Short
Introduction Kenneth Morgan provides a wideranging and thematic introduction to modern
Australia. He examines the main features of its
history, geography, and culture since the
beginning of the white settlement in New South
Wales in 1788. Drawing attention to the
distinctive features of Australian life he places
contemporary developments in a historical
perspective, highlighting the importance of
Australia's indigenous culture and making
connections between Australia and the wider
word. Balancing the successful growth of
Australian institutions and democratic traditions,
he considers the struggles that occurred in the
making of modern Australia. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
australia-a-very-short-introduction

Australia: A Very Short Introduction-Kenneth
Morgan 2012-05-31 In this Very Short
Introduction, Kenneth Morgan provides a wideranging and thematic introduction to modern
Australia; examining the main features of its
history, geography, and culture and drawing
attention to the distinctive features of Australian
life and its indigenous population and culture.
Corruption-Leslie Holmes 2015-04-23 Corruption
is one of the biggest issues facing the
contemporary international community. This
volume notes that corruption is as old as
humanity itself, and then considers why the
international community has only highlighted it
as a problem in the past two decades. It explores
the phenomenon from several different
perspectives, from the cultural differences
affecting how corruption is defined, its impact,
its various causes, and the possible remedies.
Diplomacy: A Very Short Introduction-Joseph M.
Siracusa 2010-08-26 Diplomacy means different
things to different people, the definitions ranging
from the elegant ("the management of relations
between independent states by the process of
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negotiations") to the jocular ("the art of saying
'nice doggie' until you can find a rock"). Written
by Joseph M. Siracusa, an internationally
recognized expert, this lively volume introduces
the subject of diplomacy from a historical
perspective, providing examples from significant
historical phases and episodes to illustrate the
art of diplomacy in action, highlighting the
milestones in its evolution. The book shows that,
like war, diplomacy has been around a very long
time, at least since the Bronze Age. It was
primitive by today's standards, there were few
rules, but it was a recognizable form of
diplomacy. Since then, diplomacy has evolved
greatly, to the extent that the major events of
modern international diplomacy have
dramatically shaped the world in which we live.
Indeed, the case studies chosen here
demonstrate that diplomacy was and remains a
key element of statecraft, and that without skilful
diplomacy political success may remain elusive.
The Earth: A Very Short Introduction-Martin
Redfern 2003-06-26 For generations, the ground
beneath the feet of our ancestors seemed solid
australia-a-very-short-introduction

and unchanging. Around 30 years ago, two things
happened that were to revolutionize the
understanding of our home planet. First,
geologists realized that the continents
themselves were drifting across the surface of
the globe and that oceans were being created
and destroyed. Secondly, pictures of the entire
planet were returned from space. As the
astronomer Fred Hoyle had predicted, this 'let
loose an idea as powerful as any in history'.
Suddenly, the Earth began to be viewed as a
single entity; a dynamic, interacting whole,
controlled by complex processes we scarcely
understood. It began to seem less solid. As one
astronaut put it, 'a blue jewel on black velvet;
small, fragile and touchingly alone'. Geologists at
last were able to see the whole as well as the
detail; the wood as well as the trees. This book
brings their account up to date with the latest
understanding of the processes that govern our
planet. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
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perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Deserts: A Very Short Introduction-Nick
Middleton 2009-11-26 In this Very Short
Introduction Nick Middleton tells the story of the
desert, demonstrating its beautiful landscapes
and remarkable climates. He challenges the
common notion that they are dry and barren and
uncovers fascinating life-forms, a rich
biodiversity, and a long history of human
habitation.
Babylonia: a Very Short Introduction-Trevor
Bryce 2016-09-22 The history of Ancient
Babylonia in ancient Mesopatamia is epic. After
playing host to three great empires, the
Hammurabic and Kassite empires, and the NeoBabylonian Empire ruled by Nebuchadnezzar, it
was conquered by the Persians. Entered
triumphantly by Alexander the Great, it later
provided the setting for the Conquerer's
deathbed. Squabbled over by his heirs, Babylonia
australia-a-very-short-introduction

was subsequently dominated by the Parthian and
Roman empires. In this Very Short Introduction,
Trevor Bryce takes us on a journey of more than
2,000 years across the history and civilization of
ancient Babylonia, from the emergence of its
chief city, Babylon, as a modest village on the
Euphrates in the 3rd millennium BC through
successive phases of triumph, decline, and
resurgence until its royal capital faded into
obscurity in the Roman imperial era. Exploring
key historical events as well as the day-to-day life
of an ancient Babylonian, Bryce provides a
comprehensive guide to one of history's most
profound civilizations. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Prehistory-Chris Gosden 2018-06-28 Prehistory
covers the period of some 4 million years before
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the start of written history, when our earliest
ancestors, the Australopithecines, existed in
Africa. But this is relatively recent compared to
whole history of the earth of some 4.5 billion
years. A key aspect of prehistory is that it
provides a sense of scale, throwing recent ways
of life into perspective. Humans and their
ancestors lived in many different ways and the
cultural variety we see now is just a tiny fraction
of that which has existed over millions of years.
Humans are part of the broader evolution of
landscapes and communities of plants and
animals, but Homo sapiens is also the only
species to have made a real impact on planetary
systems. To understand such an impact, we need
a grasp of our longest term development and
ways of life. In this new edition of his Very Short
Introduction, Chris Gosden invites us to think
seriously about who we are by considering who
we have been. As he explains, many new
discoveries have been made in archaeology over
the last ten years, and a new framework for
prehistory is emerging. A greater understanding
of Chinese and central Asian prehistory has
australia-a-very-short-introduction

thrown Eurasian prehistory in quite a different
light, with flows of the influence of culture over
large areas now evident. This has eaten away at
the traditional view of human progress around
the invention of agriculture, the development of
cities, and (much later) the industrial revolution,
and has given us new geographies to think about.
Chris Gosden explores the new landscape of our
prehistory and considers the way the different
geographical locations weave together. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Forests-Jaboury Ghazoul 2015 Since the dawn of
human civilization, forests have provided us with
food, resources, and energy. The history of
human development is also one of forest loss and
transformation, and yet even in our increasingly
urbanized societies we remain surprisingly
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dependent on forests for a wide range of goods
and services. Moreover, forests still retain a
remarkable hold on our environmental values. In
an era of continuing tropical deforestation and
temperate forest resurgence, and in the midst of
uncertainties of climate and land use changes, it
is more important than ever to understand what
forests are, how they contribute to our
livelihoods, and how they underpin our cultural
histories and futures. In this Very Short
Introduction Jaboury Ghazoul explores our
contrasting interactions with forests, as well as
their origins, dynamics, and the range of goods
and services they provide to human society.
Ghazoul concludes with an examination of the
recent history of deforestation, transitions to
reforestation, and the future outlook for forests
particularly in the context of expected climate
change. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
australia-a-very-short-introduction

analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The British Empire: A Very Short IntroductionAshley Jackson 2013-05-30 The British Empire
influenced many aspects of the world we live in
today. The international system remains heavily
marked by British imperialism, and the borders,
nations, and federations it created. This Very
Short Introduction introduces and defines the
British Empire, reviewing how it evolved into
such a force, and the legacy it left behind.
Home-Michael Allen Fox 2016-11-23 Thoughts
and feelings about home traditionally provided
people of all cultures with a firm sense of where
they belonged, and why. But with the world
rapidly changing, many of our basic notions are
becoming problematic. Both internationally and
within countries, populations are constantly on
the move, seeking better opportunities and living
conditions, or an escape from violence and war.
In spite of, or perhaps even because of these
trends, ideas about home continue to shape the
way people everywhere frame an understanding
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of their lives. In this Very Short Introduction
Michael Allen Fox considers the complex
meaning of home and the essential importance of
place to human psychology. Drawing on a wide
array of international examples he discusses
what dwelling is and the variety of dwellings. Fox
also looks at the politics of the concept of 'home',
homelessness, refugeeism and migration, and the
future of home, and argues that home remains a
central organizing concept in human life. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Sport-Mike Cronin 2014-11-27 Sport is big
business; international in nature and the focus of
much media and cultural attention. In this Very
Short Introduction, Mike Cronin charts the
history of sport, from its traditional origins in folk
football and cock fighting to its position as a
australia-a-very-short-introduction

global phenomenon today. Looking at a variety of
sports from team games such as rugby, cricket,
and football to games for individuals such as golf,
tennis, and skiing, he considers how these first
emerged and captivated the interest of ordinary
people, and how sport has been transformed
within our daily lives. Exploring the relationship
between sport and class, gender, commerce,
identity, and ethics, Cronin considers some of the
central issues in sport today, including the high
pay of professional footballers and the glamour of
women in sports, as well as fair play standards.
Charting sport through the ages and around the
world, this is a short guide to the history,
development, and place of sport in contemporary
global society. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Nuclear Weapons: a Very Short IntroductionJoseph Siracusa 2020-09-24 Nuclear Weapons
are the most deadly weapon ever invented. This
Very Short Introduction discusses the history and
politics of nuclear weapons since their
development in the 1940s. It describes the
successes and failures of treaties that have aimed
for their control and reduction, and their impact
on international relations today.
Demography-Sarah Harper 2018-05-22 The
generation into which each person is born, the
demographic composition of that cohort, and its
relation to those born at the same time in other
places influences not only a person's life chances,
but also the economic and political structures
within which that life is lived; the person's access
to social and natural resources (food, water,
education, jobs, sexual partners); and even the
length of that person's life. Demography, literally
the study of people, addresses the size,
distribution, composition, and density of
populations, and considers the impact the drivers
which mediate these will have on both individual
lives and the changing structure of human
australia-a-very-short-introduction

populations. This Very Short Introduction
considers the way in which the global population
has evolved over time and space. Sarah Harper
discusses the theorists, theories, and methods
involved in studying population trends and
movements. She then looks at the emergence of
new demographic sub-disciplines and addresses
some of the future population challenges of the
21st century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Modern India-Craig Jeffrey 2017 India has
become one of the world's emerging powers,
rivaling China in terms of global influence. Yet
many people know relatively little about the
economic, social, political, and cultural changes
unfolding in India today. To what extent are
people benefiting from the economic boom? In
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what ways is education transforming society?
And how is India's culture industry responding to
technological change? In this "Very Short
Introduction", Craig Jeffrey provides a
compelling account of the recent history of India,
investigating the contradictions that are plaguing
modern India and the manner in which people,
especially young people, are actively remaking
the country in the twenty first century. -- From
publisher's description.
Mammals: a Very Short Introduction-T. S. Kemp
2017-09-28 From a modest beginning in the form
of a little shrew-like, nocturnal, insect eating
ancestor that lived 200 million years ago,
mammals evolved into the huge variety of
different kinds of animals we see today. Many
species are still small, and follow the lifestyle of
the ancestor, but others have adapted to become
large grazers and browsers, like the antelopes,
cattle, rhinos, and elephants, or the lions,
hyaenas, and wolves that prey upon them. Yet
others evolved to be specialist termite eaters
able to dig into the hardest mounds, or tunnel
creating burrowers, and a few took to the skies
australia-a-very-short-introduction

as gliders and the bats. Many live partly in the
water, such as otters, beavers, and hippos, while
whales and dugongs remain permanently in the
seas, incapable of ever emerging onto land. In
this Very Short Introduction Tom Kemp explains
how it is a tenfold increase in metabolic rate endothermy or "warm-bloodedness" - that lies
behind the high levels of activity, and the
relatively huge brain associated with complex,
adaptable behaviour that epitomizes mammals.
He describes the remarkable fossil record,
revealing how and when the mammals gained
their characteristics, and the tortuous course of
their subsequent evolution, during which many
bizarre forms such as sabre-toothed cats, and 30tonne, 6-m high browsers arose and disappeared.
Describing the wonderful adaptations that
mammals evolved to suit their varied modes of
life, he also looks at those of the mainly arboreal
primates that culminated ultimately in Homo
sapiens. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
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perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The Future-Jennifer Gidley 2017-02-01 From the
beginning of time, humans have been driven by
both a fear of the unknown and a curiosity to
know. We have always yearned to know what lies
ahead, whether threat or safety, scarcity or
abundance. Throughout human history, our
forebears tried to create certainty in the
unknown, by seeking to influence outcomes with
sacrifices to gods, preparing for the unexpected
with advice from oracles, and by reading the
stars through astrology. As scientific methods
improve and computer technology develops we
become ever more confident of our capacity to
predict and quantify the future by accumulating
and interpreting patterns from the past, yet the
truth is there is still no certainty to be had. In
this Very Short Introduction Jennifer Gidley
considers some of our most burning questions:
What is -the future?- Is the future a time yet to
australia-a-very-short-introduction

come? Or is it a utopian place? Does the future
have a history? Is there only one future or are
there many possible futures? She asks if the
future can ever be truly predicted or if we create
our own futures -both hoped for and feared - by
our thoughts, feelings, and actions, and
concludes by analyzing how we can learn to
study the future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Logic: A Very Short Introduction-Graham Priest
2000-10-12 Logic is often perceived as having
little to do with the rest of philosophy, and even
less to do with real life. In this lively and
accessible introduction, Graham Priest shows
how wrong this conception is. He explores the
philosophical roots of the subject, explaining how
modern formal logic deals with issues ranging
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from the existence of God and the reality of time
to paradoxes of probability and decision theory.
Along the way, the basics of formal logic are
explained in simple, non-technical terms,
showing that logic is a powerful and exciting part
of modern philosophy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Fire: a Very Short Introduction-Andrew C. Scott
2020-05-07 Fire is rarely out of the headlines,
from large natural wildfires raging across the
Australian or Californian countrysides to the
burning of buildings such as the disasters of
Grenfell tower and Notre Dame. Fire on these
scales can represent a serious risk to human life
and property. But the advent of fire made and
controlled by humans also represented a crucial
point in our evolution, allowing us to cook our
australia-a-very-short-introduction

food, forge our weapons, and warm our homes.
This Very Short Introduction covers the
fundamentals of fire, whether wild or under
human control, starting with the basics of
ignition, combustion, and fuel. Andrew Scott
considers both natural wildfires and the role of
humans in making and suppressing fire. Despite
frightening reports of wildfire destruction, he
also shows how landscape fires have been part of
our planet's history for 400 million years, and do
not always have to be extinguished. He also
considers the problem of fires in urban settings,
including new ways to prevent fires. The cost of
wildfire can be steep - as well as the burning,
post-fire erosion and flooding can have a great
impact on both humans and the environment. It
can also have a lasting effect in shaping
ecosystems and plant life. Scott ends by
examining the relationship between fire and the
climate, and considering the future of wildfire in
a warming world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
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books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Nuclear Weapons-Joseph M. Siracusa 2015
Despite not having been used in anger since
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the atomic bomb is still
the biggest threat that faces us in the 21st
century. As Bill Clinton's first secretary of
defense, Les Aspin, aptly put it, "The Cold War is
over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the postCold War world is decidedly not post-nuclear."
For all the effort to reduce nuclear stockpiles to
zero, it seems that the bomb is here to stay. This
Very Short Introduction reveals why. The history
and politics of the bomb are explained: from the
technology of nuclear weapons, to the
revolutionary implications of the H-bomb, and
the politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are
set against a backdrop of the changing
international landscape, from the early days of
development through the Cold War. In this new
edition, Joseph M. Siracusa includes a new
australia-a-very-short-introduction

concluding chapter, moving away from the
emphasis of nuclear weapons in the "age of
terrorism," to the significant lessons to be learnt
from the history of the nuclear weapons era.
Siracusa shows that because 21st century
nuclear proliferation has deep roots in the past,
an understanding of the lessons of this nuclear
history is paramount for future global policies to
be successful. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Federalism: A Very Short Introduction-Mark J.
Rozell 2019-10-24 Early Americans were
suspicious of centralized authority and executive
power. Casting away the yoke of England and its
king, the founding fathers shared in this distrust
as they set out to pen the Constitution. Weighing
a need for consolidated leadership with a
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demand for states' rights, they established a
large federal republic with limited dominion over
the states, leaving most of the governing
responsibility with the former colonies. With this
dual system of federalism, the national
government held the powers of war, taxation,
and commerce, and the ability to pass the laws
necessary to uphold these functions. Although
the federal role has grown substantially since
then, states and local governments continue to
perform most of the duties in civil and criminal
law, business and professional licensing, the
management of infrastructure and public
services: roads, schools, libraries, sanitation,
land use and development, and etc. Despite the
critical roles of state and local governments,
there is little awareness-or understanding-of the
nature and operations of the federal system. This
Very Short Introduction provides a concise
overview of federalism, from its origins and
evolution to the key events and constitutional
decisions that have defined its framework.
Although the primary focus is on the United
States, other federal systems, including Brazil,
australia-a-very-short-introduction

Canada, India, Germany, Russia, South Africa,
Switzerland, and the EU, are addressed.
Criminology-Tim Newburn 2018-04-10 Crime is
big news. From murder to theft to drug gangs,
crime and criminal justice affect the lives of
millions of people worldwide. Hardly
surprisingly, crime has been pushed high up the
public policy agenda across the world. But how
can we measure crime, or evaluate the
effectiveness of preventative measures? Does the
threat of prison reduce someone's likelihood of
reoffending, or would rehabilitation be more
constructive? In this Very Short Introduction Tim
Newburn considers how we can study trends in
crime and use them to inform preventative policy
and criminal justice. Analyzing the history of the
subject, he reflects on our understanding of
crime and responses to crime in earlier historical
periods. Considering trends in crime in the
developed world, Newburn discusses its causes,
exploring the relationship between drugs and
crime, analyzing what we know about why people
stop offending, and looking at both formal and
informal responses to crime. Newburn concludes
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by discussing what role criminology can plausibly
be anticipated to have in crime control and
politics, and what its limits are. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Garden History: A Very Short IntroductionGordon Campbell 2019-02-15 Gardens take many
forms, and have a variety of functions. They can
serve as spaces of peace and tranquilty, a way to
cultivate wildlife, or as places to develop
agricultural resources. Globally, gardens have
inspired, comforted, and sustained people from
all walks of life, and since the Garden of Eden
many iconic gardens have inspired great artists,
poets, musicians, and writers. In this Very Short
Introduction, Gordon Campbell embraces
gardens in all their splendour, from parks, and
fruit and vegetable gardens to ornamental
australia-a-very-short-introduction

gardens, and takes the reader on a globe-trotting
historical journey through iconic and cultural
signposts of gardens from different regions and
traditions. Ranging from the gardens of ancient
Persia to modern day allotments, he concludes by
looking to the future of the garden in the age of
global warming, and the adaptive spirit of human
innovation. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
International Relations: a Very Short
Introduction-Christian Reus-Smit 2020-04-08
International relations affects everyone's lives:
their security, economic well-being, rights and
freedoms, and the environment they share.
Recently we have seen the transformation from a
world of empires to today's world of sovereign
states, which are enmeshed in a complex array of
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international institutions, all exercising degrees
of political authority. The new global
organization of political authority has farreaching consequences. This Very Short
Introduction untangles this complex world,
providing an accessible framework for
understanding the contours of global political
change. Christian Reus-Smit treats theory as an
indispensable tool for grasping international
relations, but demystifies theorizing, introducing
it as an everyday human practice. He surveys a
range of theories, from realism to feminism:
reading them as contrasting perspectives on the
global organization of political authority.
Historically, such organization has been shaped
by diverse social forces, four of which are
discussed in detail: shifting patterns of warfare,
changing economic conditions, struggles for
rights, and the politics of culture. Reus-Smit
concludes with a reflection on the future of
international relations in an era of profound
global change. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
australia-a-very-short-introduction

almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
International Relations: A Very Short
Introduction-Paul Wilkinson 2007-07-26 Of
undoubtable relevance today, in a post-9-11
world of growing political tension and unease,
this Very Short Introduction covers the topics
essential to an understanding of modern
international relations. Paul Wilkinson explains
the theories and the practice that underlie the
subject, and investigates issues ranging from
foreign policy, arms control, and terrorism, to the
environment and world poverty. He examines the
role of organizations such as the United Nations
and the European Union, as well as the influence
of ethnic and religious movements and terrorist
groups which also play a role in shaping the way
states and governments interact. This up-to-date
book is required reading for those seeking a new
perspective to help untangle and decipher
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international events. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Memory: A Very Short Introduction-Jonathan K.
Foster 2009 This Very Short Introduction brings
together the latest research in neuroscience and
psychology - weaving in case-studies, anecdotes,
literature, and philosophy - to explore and
explain the science of memory - how it works,
and why we can't live without it.
The Tudors: A Very Short Introduction-John Guy
2013-08-29 Looks at the reigns of each of the
Tudor monarchs.
Fossils: A Very Short Introduction-Keith Thomson
2005-10-13 Fossils have been vital to our
understanding of the formation of the earth and
the origins of all life on it. However, their impact
has not been limited to debates about geology
australia-a-very-short-introduction

and evolution: attempts to explain their existence
has shaken religion at its very roots, and they
have remained a subject of ceaseless fascination
for people of all ages and backgrounds. In this
delightful book, Keith Thomson provides a
remarkably all-encompassing explanation of
fossils as a phenomenon. How did Darwin use
fossils to support his theory of evolution? What
are 'living fossils'? What fossils will we leave
behind for future generations to examine?
Building on the scientific aspects, he places
fossils in a very human context, highlighting their
impact on philosophy and mythology, our concept
of time, and today's popular culture. What
quickly becomes obvious is that the discovery of
fossils and the ways in which they have been
interpreted over time makes for fascinating
reading. From the black market to the Piltdown
Man, and from mythological dragons to living
dinosaurs, fossils hold a permanent place in the
popular imagination. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
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books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Black Holes: A Very Short Introduction-Katherine
Blundell 2015-11-01 Black holes are a source of
wide fascination. In this Very Short Introduction,
Katherine Blundell addresses a variety of
questions, including what a black hole actually is,
how they are characterised and discovered, to
what happens if you get too close to one.
Explaining how black holes formand grow across
cosmic time, as well as how many there are in
the Universe, she also considers how black holes
interact with matter - by stealing material that
belongs to other stars, and how black holes give
rise to quasars and other spectacular, yet exotic
phenomena in outer space.
Eugenics-Philippa Levine 2016-12-15 In 1883,
Francis Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin,
coined the word "eugenics" to express his dream
of perfecting the human race by applying the
laws of genetic heredity. Adapting Darwin's
australia-a-very-short-introduction

theory of evolution to human society, eugenics
soon became a powerful, international
movement, committed to using the principles of
heredity and statistics to encourage healthy and
discourage unhealthy reproduction. Early in the
twentieth century and across the world, doctors,
social reformers, and politicians turned to the
new science of eugenics as a means to improve
and strengthen their populations. Eugenics
advocates claimed their methods would result in
healthier, fitter babies and would dramatically
limit human suffering. The reality was a different
story. In the name of scientific progress and of
human improvement, eugenicists targeted the
weak and the sick, triggering coercive legislation
on issues as disparate as race, gender,
immigration, euthanasia, abortion, sterilization,
intelligence, mental illness, and disease control.
Nationalists eagerly embraced eugenics as a
means to legitimize their countries' superiority
and racialized assumptions, and the Nazis
notoriously used eugenics to shape their "final
solution." In this lucid volume, Philippa Levine
tackles the intricate and controversial history of
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eugenics, masterfully synthesizing the enormous
range of policies and experiments carried out in
the name of eugenics around the world
throughout the twentieth century. She questions
the widespread belief that eugenics disappeared
after World War II and evaluates the impact of
eugenics on current reproductive and genetic
sciences. Charting the development of such
controversial practices as artificial insemination,
sperm donation, and population control, this
book offers a powerful, extraordinarily timely
reflection on the frequent interplay between
genetics and ethics. Eugenics may no longer be a
household word, but we feel its effects even
today.
International Migration: A Very Short
Introduction-Khalid Koser 2007-02-22 Why has
international migration become an issue of such
intense public and political concern? How closely
linked are migrants with terrorist organizations?
What factors lie behind the dramatic increase in
the number of women migrating? This Very Short
Introduction looks at the phenomenon of
international human migration — both legal and
australia-a-very-short-introduction

illegal — to reveal that migration actually
presents opportunities that must be taken
advantage of in light of the current economic
climate. The author debunks myths such as the
claim that migrants take jobs away from local
workers, and that they take advantage of the
health care system and western living conditions
without returning any benefits of their own, and
reveals that society as we now know it can not
function without them. Not only do migrants fill a
key gap in the domestic labour market, they also
have a significant impact on the economies of
their home countries — in places such as Mexico
and the Philippines, the remittances they send
home often exceed official development aid.
Using interviews with migrants from around the
world, the author presents the human side of
topics such as asylum and refugees, human
trafficking, migrant smuggling, development, and
the international labour force. His goal
throughout is to allow readers to see beyond the
negative spin usually given the subject by the
media and politicians, and come to their own
conclusions on the international migration
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situation today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Law-Raymond Wacks 2015-09-24 Law is at the
heart of every society, protecting rights,
imposing duties, and establishing a framework
for the conduct of almost all social, political, and
economic activity. Despite this, the law often
seems a highly technical, perplexing mystery,
with its antiquated and often impenetrable
jargon, obsolete procedures, and endless stream
of complex statutes and legislation. In this Very
Short Introduction Raymond Wacks introduces
the major branches of the law, describing what
lawyers do, and how courts operate, and
considers the philosophy of law and its pursuit of
justice, freedom, and equality. In this second
edition, Wacks locates the discipline in our
australia-a-very-short-introduction

contemporary world, considering the pressures
of globalization and digitalisation and the nature
of the law in our culture of threatened security
and surveillance. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Ageing-Nancy A. Pachana 2016-11-14 Ageing is
an activity we are familiar with from an early
age. In our younger years upcoming birthdays
are anticipated with an excitement that
somewhat diminishes as the years progress. As
we grow older we are bombarded with advice on
ways to overcome, thwart, resist, and, on the
rare occasion, embrace, one's ageing. Have all
human beings from the various historical epochs
and cultures viewed aging with this same
ambivalence? In this Very Short Introduction
Nancy A. Pachana discusses the lifelong dynamic
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changes in biological, psychological, and social
functioning involved in ageing. Increased
lifespans in the developed and the developing
world have created an urgent need to find ways
to enhance our functioning and well-being in the
later decades of life, and this need is reflected in
policies and action plans addressing our ageing
populations from the World Health Organization
and the United Nations. Looking to the future,
Pachana considers advancements in the provision
for our ageing populations, including
revolutionary models of nursing home care such
as Green House nursing homes in the USA and
Small Group Living homes in the Netherlands.
She shows that understanding the process of
ageing is not only important for individuals, but
also for societies and nations, if the full potential
of those entering later life is to be realised.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
australia-a-very-short-introduction

analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Global Economic History: A Very Short
Introduction-Robert C. Allen 2011-09-15 The gap
between the rich and the poor can be vast.
Robert C. Allen considers the main factors that
contribute to this gap, looking at the
interconnections between economic growth,
culture, technology, and income distribution.
Exploring the historical processes that have
created the unequal world of today, he takes a
global look at wealth worldwide.
Criminal Justice: A Very Short Introduction-Julian
V. Roberts 2015-08-27 The criminal justice
system is wide ranging; from the crimes
themselves and policing to the sentencing of
offenders and prisons. In this Very Short
Introduction Julian V. Roberts draws upon the
latest research and current practices from a
number of different countries around the world.
Focusing on the adversarial model of justice
found in common law countries such as the
United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and
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Australia, he discusses topics such as the uses of
imprisonment, the effects of capital punishment,
and the purposes of sentencing. Considering the
role of the victim throughout the criminal justice
system, as well as public knowledge and
attitudes towards criminal justice, Roberts
critically assesses the way in which the system
functions and its importance around the world.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Catholicism: a Very Short Introduction-Gerald
O'Collins 2017-05-08 Despite a long history of
external threats and internal strife, the Roman
Catholic Church remains a vast and influential
presence in our modern world. But what were its
origins, and how has it changed and adapted
over the centuries? After Pope Benedict XVI
australia-a-very-short-introduction

dramatically resigned in early 2013 (the first
Pope to resign since the fifteenth century), and
Pope Francis was elected, many wondered what
direction he would lead the Church in, and
whether the Church could modernise in the face
of the demands of our world. In this Very Short
Introduction, Gerald O'Collins covers the history
of the Catholic Church, and considers some of
the key issues facing Catholicism today, such as
the catastrophic revelations about clerical child
abuse, the impact of the growth of Islam, and the
destruction in the Middle East of ancient
Christian church communities. He also shows
how Catholics are being increasingly challenged
by an opposition between their traditional
Christian values and rights which are endorsed
by the secular world, such as the right to
physician assisted suicide or same-sex marriage,
and considers the future for the largest and
oldest institution in the world. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
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ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction-Damien
Keown 2013-02-28 Introduces Buddhism, looking
at how the tradition began and how it evolved
and explaining its central teachings and
practices.
Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction-Robert
Wokler 2001-08-23 One of the most profound
thinkers of modern history, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau (1712-78) was a central figure of the
European Enlightenment. He was also its most
formidable critic, condemning the political,
economic, theological, and sexual trappings of
civilization along lines that would excite the
enthusiasm of romantic individualists and radical
revolutionaries alike. In this study of Rousseau's
life and works Robert Wokler shows how his
philosophy of history, his theories of music and
politics, his fiction, educational and religious
writings, and even his botany, were all inspired
by visionary ideals of mankind's self-realization
australia-a-very-short-introduction

in a condition of unfettered freedom. He explains
how, in regressing to classical republicanism,
ancient mythology, direct communion with God,
and solitude, Rousseau anticipated some postmodernist rejections of the Enlightenment as
well. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Privacy: A Very Short Introduction-Raymond
Wacks 2015-03-26 Some would argue that
scarcely a day passes without a new assault on
our privacy. In the wake of the whistle-blower
Edward Snowden's revelations about the extent
of surveillance conducted by the security
services in the United States, Britain, and
elsewhere, concerns about individual privacy
have significantly increased. The Internet
generates risks, unimagined even twenty years
22/23

Downloaded from infoelbasani.al on
January 25, 2021 by guest

ago, to the security and integrity of information
in all its forms. The manner in which information
is collected, stored, exchanged, and used has
changed forever; and with it, the character of the
threats to individual privacy. The scale of
accessible private data generated by the
phenomenal growth of blogs, social media, and
other contrivances of our information age pose
disturbing threats to our privacy. And the hunger
for gossip continues to fuel sensationalist media
that frequently degrade the notion of a private
domain to which we reasonably lay claim. In the
new edition of this Very Short Introduction,
Raymond Wacks looks at all aspects of privacy to
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include numerous recent changes, and considers
how this fundamental value might be reconciled
with competing interests such as security and
freedom of expression. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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